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A Tale of Two Tochachot: Revisited

l. The Setting:

Two Tochachot, harsh rebukes, are found in the Torah. The shorter of the two at the close of
Sefer Vayikra, in Parshat Bechukotai, and the longer towards the close of Sefer Devarim, in
Parshat Ki Tavo.

lI. The Queries:

Does the text provide any clues as to the cause of these harsh punishments? If so, what are the
grievous failings that could possibly result in such devastating responses from HaShem?

lll. Vayikra Tochacha
A. Text

NXN-X2:N2 X'l
DO'MXVND YAW NON DOV 'MO0' 7 ynw'7 1IARN K71 NP My 1D7N-DNI

DO'DYT INWAI DDNIX NV'YNANI DDNNNATNX ANM2NI DONX N7IYIE NTYN N'NTNK DDA 'NN7WNI
MNP My DN270I1 "7 NOIN X7 N7X2"DNI

DO'MXVN™7Y VAW IX"DA DONKX 'MN'DNI NP DAY IR M7l

2'INTT'2 DNNAE DD2INA AT 'NN7WI DDMY~7X DNODOXNAI NMATDP] NN 20N D37V 'MKANI
IVAWN X71 DN7OXI1 77wna DdNNY 12'wnl TNX 112N DDNNY7 D'WI YWY 19X DN7-NLN D37 Nava
NP2 'Y DN270I 7 IVNWN K7 NINTATDNI

DO'NINVUN~7Y VAW IRTOX DONIX 'MNO' NP"NnNA DDy 'Md7nI

I728N D2'N1] WAl DDA WA DN7INI
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DONN N2 NI K71 DD'WTPN NN 'MINYNE NN DDMYNK 'MN
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N2IN I'N' DOMYI NANY DOXIX NN'AEQIN DOMINX "Ml 0122 NNTR DONNI

N'MNAY-IN XN YIRD NAWN TX DD'A'R YR DNXE NN M 70 D'MNAY NN YIRD NXN TR
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D' 'N YIX DDONKX N'7OKI D122 DNTANI
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NP2 'Y 1D70TIWUR ORITI7VN WK D7VN2 DNAKX IV NINRE DAIYTNX ITINNI
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And if you remain hostile toward Me and refuse to obey Me, | will go on smiting you sevenfold
for your sins.

| will loose wild beasts against you, and they shall bereave you of your children and wipe out
your cattle. They shall decimate you, and your roads shall be deserted.

And if these things fail to discipline you for Me, and you remain hostile to Me,

| too will remain hostile to you: | in turn will smite you sevenfold for your sins.

| will bring a sword against you to wreak vengeance for the covenant; and if you withdraw into
your cities, | will send pestilence among you, and you shall be delivered into enemy hands.
When | break your staff of bread, ten women shall bake your bread in a single oven; they shall
dole out your bread by weight, and though you eat, you shall not be satisfied.

But if, despite this, you disobey Me and remain hostile to Me,

I will act against you in wrathful hostility; |, for My part, will discipline you sevenfold for your
sins.

You shall eat the flesh of your sons and the flesh of your daughters.

| will destroy your cult places and cut down your incense stands, and | will heap your carcasses
upon your lifeless fetishes. | will spurn you.

I will lay your cities in ruin and make your sanctuaries desolate, and | will not savor your
pleasing odors.

I will make the land desolate, so that your enemies who settle in it shall be appalled by it.

And you | will scatter among the nations, and | will unsheath the sword against you. Your land
shall become a desolation and your cities a ruin.

Then shall the land make up for its sabbath years throughout the time that it is desolate and
you are in the land of your enemies; then shall the land rest and make up for its sabbath years.
Throughout the time that it is desolate, it shall observe the rest that it did not observe in your
sabbath years while you were dwelling upon it.

As for those of you who survive, | will cast a faintness into their hearts in the land of their
enemies. The sound of a driven leaf shall put them to flight. Fleeing as though from the sword,
they shall fall though none pursues.

With no one pursuing, they shall stumble over one another as before the sword. You shall not
be able to stand your ground before your enemies,

but shall perish among the nations; and the land of your enemies shall consume you.

Those of you who survive shall be heartsick over their iniquity in the land of your enemies;
more, they shall be heartsick over the iniquities of their fathers;

and they shall confess their iniquity and the iniquity of their fathers, in that they trespassed
against Me, yea, were hostile to Me.

When |, in turn, have been hostile to them and have removed them into the land of their
enemies, then at last shall their obdurate heart humble itself, and they shall atone for their
iniquity.
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B. Questions:
e Why does the Torah suddenly introduce for the first and only time, the word the word
np?
e Once introduced, why is this word repeated seven times in the span of twenty
sentences?

e Within the of the tochacha’s crime and punishment, what does this word mean?

C. Approaches

017j2Ix
T 1212IND Yaw XNnN 127V NRNKYT QOIXRI "INMY7 X7277 12'N X711'Ypa "I |1DNN OXI

JNNIX [FTX' DN VTN [I22'WA N XN [IDN' 72NN1 X2 NN DY (D2 NANI
English translation above...hostile, harsh

'wN

DNININIXN 'RV D70 D ,0'7197 KX 1'RY ,NIPNa 'R AR 1'NIAN. N7 "My 127N 0XI
[1WY7 ,01773R 7w MIAN7? at w7 anpi (™ ow) "nnop™ 1p1n)" (3220 " prL,nyhan e wae
(9N 2pNNNn yvIn? D27 rumv 'up

Casual, happenstance

D"NN 1IN

T 7V DNXVND XN N'NY DTIPN NYYY N> DNIRVN 7V D21DN DNI0! D7V KA K7W W'D
ANKXIEL,NYIN X DR DTADY I'YYN 2'0N7 1791 0T 27 NIV AT D LINYynd WU'R? 07vUN nix
37" RIN D2 DN'MIIY TA2D [MI0! [I1'D2 DA7 NIV WK N Nwyn7 199w K71 pamy 7' ox D 'n
2'IN T2 NYA01 NQTE XA QN DI DWIN DN'YWYNY [I'NT DNY7 'RY 10" DNV X' 72 DY
TN NNy 2970w vl

Random, bewildering punishments ...

D. A Final Additional Approach

An Amplification of Rashi: Lack of most important quality in any relationship-loyalty- (Judaism is
not a smorgasbord)

Cuts both ways....
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V. Devarim Tochacha

A. Text
™-nn:n> DT
I'MIXN Y7 DR P17 7172 Dyny X771 1Twn TV 01 0TI RYRD D77pnT 1Y Rl
X WX PN
D71Y~TY qYITAI NDINYI NIXT 72 11
72 271 2137 21021 NNNYA Y'NZX PIRTNIR NTAYRT TWUXR DNN
All these curses shall befall you; they shall pursue you and overtake you, until you are wiped
out, because you did not heed HaShem your God and keep the commandments and laws that
He enjoined upon you.
They shall serve as signs and proofs against you and your offspring for all time.
Because you would not serve HaShem your God in joy and gladness over the abundance of
everything.

B. Questions:

e The text seems contradictory. Are we to punished for a failure to serve HaShem entirely-
or for a failure to serve HaShem nnnwa with joy?

e [f the latter is true, could it be that such harrowing penalties will befall us even if we
fulfill HaShem’s commandments, simply for a lack of joy?

e Why does the Torah interrupt this discussion of the causes of the Tochacha with the
pasuk... NIX7 2 'I?

e What is the meaning, in context, of the phrase 752 n?

C. Approaches

NNNYA Y'N7X 717" "NX NTAY"X7 TWUX NNN

N212 NO0IN ,1910 DNN
DX 717 "NR NTAY™R? NNNYWA TWK NNN

Reconfigure the phrase

QWX [2 "Na 11N
TA7N ,NNXY 1191 NIXN NIXAN NYYNY NNNWNL L, NIXAD [POYNN] NNAWN 7V DTRN 2''NY 199
nYyNN v DY 7 W nixnn v 17 vy Dwn

Every mitzva carries a second mitzva: The mitzva of doing the act nnnwa
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['TI7I1 DN 11120
Service performed grudgingly, carries the character of “service of slaves,” at the behest of a
hated taskmaster. An individual who serves HaShem reluctantly, therefore, treats God as an
enemy, and will ultimately pay a heavy price.

(7xmwn DY) ["VoNIA ININY 2N
Joy, personal gratification essential to success of any communal enterprise. Absent simcha, all

communal endeavors run the risk of descending into dissension, rivalry and strife. Generation
of D1'N NNV lacked joy. Importance of simchat chatan and kalla-begin their home with joy.

72 12n
W
210 72717 'Y TiIva. 75 1n
NIAN '719
1910 TWYN NMINN NX 70200 721 .awyn Nn'p'? 1910 ,12uyN NINN NIX D'PAN 7D ,mIx [nar a0
.yn n7017
“While you had...” Lack of hakarat hatov: Failure to appreciate

T'-X':DAT
DI'N )I¥N DIX WYX I'MPNI1'09WNI FNIXA Y 'M727 'K I NK NDWNT|9 17 1wn
NAY'l N1AnN 0'A1V 0O'NAal Nyavi "DN]T|9
N2 )77WK 701)77N2 ANTE QoI 2 JARYT Al
D'TAY NN DIXA YIRN IRXINN N7 IR IR DNDWIE 127 DI
Take care lest you forget HaShem your God and fail to keep His commandments, His rules, and
His laws, which | enjoin upon you today.
When you have eaten your fill, and have built fine houses to live in,
and your herds and flocks have multiplied, and your silver and gold have increased, and
everything you own has prospered,
beware lest your heart grow haughty and you forget HaShem your God—who freed you from
the land of Egypt, the house of bondage;
who led you through the great and terrible wilderness with its seraph serpents and scorpions, a
parched land with no water in it, who brought forth water for you from the flinty rock;
[Not only backdrop, but catalyst]
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NNoN Ywn
n YR N nnwn N1 . - 101 NNNY ALY NXIN NTAY X7v n17 Naronl
72 7R v nmun XM "D 2an-ah Ao nnnw” 17 v nnnn XN DTy Xw Tt naon

D'NNY NILVN 'NNY-"DMmyd
Interpret sentence as a cohesive whole: Inappropriate joy in response to an abundance of
everything will cause you to fail to serve God...
'WYR nwn 2N
n'viy 'a10 1Y 07N 11 'A10 1Y
The duality in the passage -failure to serve; failure to serve with joy-reflects two populations.
Each punished appropriately. Failure to serve at all=total annihilation. Failure to serve with
joy=less severity.

D. Final, global approach to the passage:

When you do something because you have to, and not because you want to, you will ultimately
fail.

I'NIXN Y7 PN7R 217" 7172 DynY X771 1Tun TV N1 IDTIE TR DYpnT 1Y Rl
¥ WX I'MpENI

D71Y~TY qYITAI NOINYI NIRT Y2 10l

72 271 227 21021 NNNYWA 'N7R PIRTNIR NTAYR? QUK DNN

..NIXD NI777077 1Y IRl
HaShem first identifies the ultimate failure that will give rise to the Tochacha-failure to serve

...NTAY"X7 TUX NNN
Hashem identifies the source of the failure-earlier failure to serve with passion and joy, results
ultimately in abandonment of the law.

...N9IM71 NIX7 2 1Nl
The clearest arena of failure will be in the arena of intergenerational transmission. You may go
through the motions, but your children will not...

V. Corresponding the Texts: A Unified Vision of Failure?
Lack of caring, emotional connection, true partnership....



